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A guide to planting trees
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Pit planting

Pit planting is the most thorough but time-consuming method. It is suitable for all ground types but can be difficult in areas
with stony soils. Pit planting ensures better contact with the soil and we recommend it in areas prone to drought.

1. Using a spade, a pit is dug for each 2. The grass you have dug up canbe 3. Place the tree in the pit and ensure
tree. These pits need to be several placed upside down in the bottom of that the top of the root plug is approx.
centimetres wider and deeper than the the pit to provide the tree with extra 2cm below ground level.

trees’ roots. nutrients.

4. Backfill the soil around 5. Now pushthe caneinto the ground 6. If using tree guards or spirals to

the tree while holding it upright. next to the tree, making sure it's stable.  protect your saplings, this is the stage
Firm the top layer of soil around the tree to add these.

with your heel,



Some Helpful Tips

Trees need to be planted approximately 3
meters apart (3 big steps).

Dig a wide area for each tree and break up the
soil. This will make it easier for the roots to
grow and spread out.

Don’t plant the tree too deeply, only enough so
that the roots are covered. Cover with soil to
the top of the roots but not any higher up the
tree or the tree could die.

Get rid of as much grass and weeds from
around each tree to give it the best chance of
survival.



